

















e JAkIA	 DURHAM	 ’13	 SAID	 AT	 THIS	 SPRING’S	 SAY	 YeS	 TO	 eDUCATION	
Syracuse	festive	fifth	anniversary	celebration,	“Now	I’m	ready	to	give	back	to	
my	community	what	was	given	 to	me,	and	possibly	more,”	 therein	capturing	
the	whole	 reason	 for	 being	 of	 this	 groundbreaking	 partnership	with	 the	 Say	
Yes	to	education	Foundation,	Syracuse	City	School	District,	and	many	others.	






Yet,	we	 are	 by	 no	means	 ready	 to	 declare	 “mission	 accomplished.”	 For	 as	
Pulitzer	Prize-winning	New York Times	columnist	Nicholas	kristof	told	the	Class	
of	2013	at	Commencement,	“Talent	is	universal,	opportunity	is	not”—insightful	
words	 that	 echo	well	 beyond	 the	Carrier	Dome	 in	 the	wake	 of	 the	 Supreme	
Court’s	decision	in	Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin,	which	reaffirmed	our	“compelling	
national	 interest”	 in	 assuring	 that	 colleges	 and	 universities	 reach	 the	 next	 generation	
and	prepare	a	diverse	student	body	to	 lead	our	country	and	strengthen	our	democracy.	
Drawing	 a	map	 to	 get	 us	 there	was	 the	 subject	 of	 a	 recent	National	 Press	 Club	 event	





The	 generosity	 of	 record	 numbers	 of	 you	 doing	 all	 you	 can	 to	 support	 our	 diverse	
new	 generations	 of	 students,	 build	 on	 the	 strengths	 of	 our	 faculty,	 and	 catalyze	 the	
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